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Can I continue to work with kidney 
failure?
Yes, many people with kidney failure continue to 
work.  Your employer may give you lighter physical 
jobs or schedule your work hours around your 
hemodialysis sessions.  If you are on peritoneal 
dialysis, you will need space and time to change 
the dialysis solution in the middle of the work day.  
Most employers are happy to make these changes.  

Many people with kidney 
failure continue to work.
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As a result of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, an employer cannot fire you because you 
are on dialysis or had a kidney transplant.  The 
law requires an employer to make reasonable 
adjustments to the workplace for a person with 
a disability.  If your employer is not willing to 
meet your needs, your dialysis clinic’s renal social 
worker may be able to help find a way to satisfy 
both you and your employer.  As a last resort, 
you may need to file a complaint with the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission.  Your renal 
social worker may be able to help you with this 
complaint, or you may need the help of a lawyer.  
Many times, just the mention of legal action is 
enough to cause an employer to make reasonable 
changes in the workplace.




