
Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

1 
 

*Speakers are shown in bold 
 
Kristin Abraham, Ph.D.     
Program Director     
DDEMD, NIDDK, NIH     
6707 Democracy Blvd Room 795 
Bethesda, MD 20892     
Telephone: (301) 451-8048 
E-mail: abrahamk@niddk.nih.gov 
 
Diane Adler-Wailes, M.S. 
Research Associate, LMGR, NICHD, NIH 
6 Center Drive 
Room 3A-02/06 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 402-8258 
E-mail: wailesd@mail.nih.gov 
 
Faiyaz Ahmad, Ph.D. 
Staff Scientist 
CPB, NHLBI, NIH 
Bldg 10, Rm 5N311 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-3057 
E-mail: ahmadf@nhlbi.nih.gov 
 
Egor Akimov, Ph.D. 
Head of Scientific Department 
Department of Physical Culture and Sport of the 
city of Moscow 
Leninisky Prospect 99-364 
Moscow, NA 119421 
Telephone: +79265634180 
E-mail: egorka23@mail.ru 
 
Beena Akolkar, Ph.D. 
Senior Advisor 
DEM, NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd. 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 594-8812 
E-mail: akolkarb@mail.nih.gov 
 
Guillermo Arreaza, Ph.D. 
Program Director 
DDEM, NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Boulevard, Room 6101 

Bethesda, MD 20817 
Telephone: (301) 594-4724 
E-mail: ga96b@nih.gov 
 
Najma Begum, Ph.D. 
Scientific Review Officer 
NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 594-8894 
E-mail: begumn@niddk.nih.gov 
 
Christopher Bell, Ph.D. 
Colorado State University 
1582 Campus Delivery 
220 Moby B Complex 
Fort Collins, CO 80523-1582 
Telephone: (970) 491-7522 
E-mail: christopher.bell@colostate.edu 
 
Shmuel Ben-Sasson, Ph.D. 
Professor, Developmental Biology and Cancer 
Research 
The Hebrew University-Hadassah Medical 
School 
Ein-Karem Campus, POB 12272 
Jerusalem, NA 91120 
Telephone: +972542325254 
E-mail: mulib@ekmd.huji.ac.il 
 
Shanna Bernstein, M.P.H. 
Metabolic Clinical Research Dietitian 
Clinical Center, NIH 
Building 10, Room B2-2426 
10 Center Drive, MSC 1078 
Bethesda, MD 20852 
Telephone: (301) 496-8170 
E-mail: bernssha@cc.nih.gov 
 
Esther Blessing, Ph.D., M.D. 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Psychiatry 
New York University 
8th Floor 1 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 11205 
Telephone: (315) 664-6938 
E-mail: esther.blessing@nyumc.org 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

2 
 

Denis Blondin, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
University of Sherbrooke 
3001 12th Avenue North 
Sherbrooke, NA 
Telephone: (613) 294-6668 
E-mail: denis.p.blondin@gmail.com 
 
Olivier Boss, Ph.D. 
Chief Scientific Officer & Founder 
Energesis Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
770 Boylston Street #3D 
Boston, MA 02199 
Telephone: (617) 959-2322 
E-mail: oboss@energesispharma.com 
 
Rosa Tamara Branca, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Physics and Astronomy 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Cameron Drive 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
Telephone: (919) 943-9613 
E-mail: rtbranca@unc.edu 
 
Miriam Bredella, M.D. 
Associate Professor of Radiology, Harvard 
Medical School, Radiology 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Yawkey 6E 
55 Fruit street 
Boston, MA 02114 
Telephone: (617) 726-7717 
E-mail: mbredella@partners.org 
 
Evie Broeders, M.D. 
Human Biology/General Surgery 
FHML, NUTRIM 
Universiteitssingel 50 
Maastricht, NA 6229ER 
Telephone: 0031343884260 
E-mail: e.broeders@maastrichtuniversity.nl 
 
Rebecca Brown, M.D. 
Assistant Clinical Investigator 
NIDDK, NIH 
Bldg 10 Room 6-5942 
10 Center Dr. 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 594-0609 
E-mail: brownrebecca@mail.nih.gov 
 
Nancy Butte, Ph.D. 
Professor, Pediatrics 
Baylor College of Medicine 
1100 Bates Street 
Houston, TX 77030 
Telephone: (713) 798-7179 
Fax: nbutte@bcm.edu 
 
Barbara Cannon, Ph.D. 
Professor 
The Wenner-Gren Institute 
Stockholm University 
Stockholm, NA SE10691 
Telephone: +46707500198 
E-mail: barbara.cannon@su.se 
 
Marc Cantwell, B.S. 
Student, Biochemistry 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
1220 East Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23220 
Telephone: (804) 828-2772 
E-mail: cantwellmt@vcu.edu 
 
Tatyana Chanturiya 
Research Assistant 
NIDDK, NIH 
Center Dr. 8, B2A-11 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-0615 
E-mail: chanturiyat@niddk.nih.gov 
 
Kanta Chechi, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Physiology 
Université Laval 
2275 Chemin Sainte Foy 
Quebec City, NA G1X4S7 
Telephone: 4186568711-3742 
E-mail: kanta.chechi@criucpq.ulaval.ca 
 
Kong Chen, Ph.D. 
Clinical Investigator 
Diabetes, Endocrinology, and Obesity branch 
NIDDK, NIH 
Bldg-10 CRC Rm5-5752 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

3 
 

10 Center Dr 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-1636 
E-mail: chenkong@niddk.nih.gov 
 
Youngjin Cho, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Basic Science 
The Commonwealth Medical College 
525 Pine St 
Scranton, PA 18509 
Telephone: (570) 687-9717 
E-mail: ycho@tcmedc.org 
 
Maria Chondronikola, M.S. 
Doctoral Fellow 
301 University Blvd, Rt 0177 
Galveston, TX 77555 
Telephone: (646) 244-2920 
E-mail: machondr@utmb.edu 
 
Kai-Hsiang Chuang, Ph.D. 
Head, Singapore Bioimaging Consortium 
11 Biopolis Way 
Singapore, NA 138667 
Telephone: 6564788764 
E-mail: chuang_kai_hsiang@sbic.a-star.edu.sg 
 
Sheila Collins, Ph.D. 
Professor, Metabolic Disease Program 
Sanford-Burnham Medical Research Institute 
6400 Sanger Road 
Orlando, FL 32827 
Telephone: (407) 745-2124 
E-mail: scollins@sanfordburnham.org 
 
Daniel Cooper 
Graduate Student, Nutrition 
UNC Chapel Hill 
135 Dauer Drive 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599 
Telephone: (213) 422-3659 
E-mail: cooper16@gmail.com 
 
Amber Courville, Ph.D. 
10 Center Dr., Bldg 10 
Room B2-2426 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 594-8051 

E-mail: courvillea@cc.nih.gov 
 
John Crandall 
Nuclear Medicine 
Johns Hopkins University 
601 North Caroline Street 
Baltimore, MD 21287 
Telephone: (410) 502-2186 
E-mail: jcranda1@jhmi.edu 
 
Aaron Cypess, Ph.D., M.D. 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Joslin Diabetes Center 
Harvard Medical School 
One Joslin Place 
Boston, MA 02215 
Telephone: (617) 309-3764 
E-mail: aaron.cypess@joslin.harvard.edu 
 
Ning Dai, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Molecular Biology 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
185 Cambridge Street 
6408 Simaches Research Building 
Boston, MA 02467 
Telephone: (617) 643-3205 
E-mail: ning@molbio.mgh.harvard.edu 
 
Sandeep Dayal, Ph.D. 
Health Science Policy Analyst 
Office of Scientific Program and Policy Analysis, 
NIDDK, NIH 
31 Center Drive - MSC 2560 
Building 31, Room 9A19 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-6623 
E-mail: dayals@mail.nih.gov 
 
Jie Deng, Ph.D. 
Research Assistant Professor, Medical Imaging 
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of 
Chicago 
225 East Chicago Avenue 
Box 9 
Chicago, IL 60611-2605 
Telephone: (312) 227-3394 
E-mail: jdeng@luriechildrens.org 
 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

4 
 

Soumyadeep Dey, Ph.D. 
Visiting Fellow 
MMB, NIDDK, NIH 
Room 9N321, Building 10 
10 Center Dr 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 402-3571 
E-mail: shoumo.dey@nih.gov 
 
Myriam Diaz Martinez, B.S. 
Graduate Student, Radiology and Radiological 
Sciences 
Vanderbilt University Institute of Imaging 
Science 
1161 21st Avenue South 
Medical Center North, AA-1105 
Nashville, TN 37232 
Telephone: (787) 955-8991 
E-mail: myriam.diaz-martinez@vanderbilt.edu 
 
Yu-Shin Ding, Ph.D. 
Professor, Radiology and Psychiatry 
660 First Ave, Room #409 
New York, NY 10016 
Telephone: (212) 263-6605 
E-mail: yu-shin.ding@nyumc.org 
 
Ed Doo, M.D. 
Program Staff, Liver Diseases Res Branch 
NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-4524 
E-mail: dooe@niddk.nih.gov 
 
Casey Doucette, B.S. 
Maine Medical Center Research Institute 
81 Research Drive 
Scarborough, ME 04074 
Telephone: (207) 831-2641 
E-mail: casey.doucette@maine.edu 
 
Kristina Fetalvero, Ph.D. 
Scientist, Ember Therapeutics 
480 Arsenal St 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Telephone: (617) 972-3731 
E-mail: kfetalvero@embertx.com 

David Finkelstein, Ph.D. 
Division of Aging Biology 
National Institute on Aging, NIH 
7201 Wisconsin Ave, Suite 2C 231 
Bethesda, MD 20892-9205 
Telephone: (301) 496-7847 
E-mail: finkelsd@nia.nih.gov 
 
Judith Fradkin, M.D. 
Division Director, Division of Diabetes, 
Endocrionolgy & Metabolic Diseases 
NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd., Room 683 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-7348 
E-mail: fradkinj@mail.nih.gov 
 
Brian Freeman, M.D. 
Energesis Pharmaceuticals 
3 Upland Road, #2 
Brookline, MA 02445-7733 
Telephone: (617) 947-9773 
E-mail: bfreeman@energesispharma.com 
 
Karl Friedl 
Professor, DNRC-Volunteer 
NIDDK, NIH 
8616 Longwood Cir 
Frederick, MD 21704 
Telephone: (301) 473-2917 
E-mail: friedlke@gmail.com 
 
Lanette Friesen-Waldner, Ph.D. 
Research Associate, Department of Medical 
Biophysics 
University of Western Ontario 
1511 Richmond Street 
London, NA N6A 3K7 
Telephone: 519-661-2111 x 88652 
E-mail: lfriesenwaldner@robarts.ca 
 
Dan Gamu 
200 University Ave West 
Waterloo, NA  N2L 3G1 
Telephone: 1-519-635-8212 
E-mail: dgamu@uwaterloo.ca 
 
 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

5 
 

Oksana Gavrilova, Ph.D. 
Staff Scientist, Mouse Metabolism Core 
NIDDK, NIH 
8 Center Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 435-5370 
E-mail: oksanag@mail.nih.gov 
 
Allan Geliebter, Ph.D. 
Senior Research Scientist, Medicine 
New York Obesity Nutrition Research Center 
1111 Amsterdam Ave Babcock 1030 
New York, NY 10025 
Telephone: (212) 523-4184 
E-mail: ag58@columbia.edu 
 
Marvin Gershengorn, M.D. 
NIDDK Intramural Research Program 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-6305 
E-mail: marving@intra.niddk.nih.gov 
 
Aliya Gifford, M.S. 
Graduate Student, Chemical and Physical 
Biology 
Vanderbilt University 
1161 21st Avenue South 
Medical Center North, AA-1105 
Nashville, TN 37232-2310 
Telephone: (540) 330-9454 
E-mail: aliya.gifford@vanderbilt.edu 
 
Vicente Gilsanz, M.D. 
4650 Sunset Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
Telephone: (323) 361-4571 
E-mail: vgilsanz@chla.usc.edu 
 
Alexander Gorbach, Ph.D. 
Unit Chief, Biophysics and Bioengineering 
NIBIB, NIH 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bldg. 13, Room 3N-11 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-7677 
E-mail: gorbach@helix.nih.gov 
 
 

Jonathan Gumucio 
Graduate Student, Orthopaedic Surgery 
University of Michigan 
109 Zina Pitcher Place 
BSRB 2017 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
Telephone: (734) 764-3250 
E-mail: jgumucio@umich.edu 
 
Carol Haft, Ph.D. 
Senior Advisor for Adipocyte Biology, Division of 
Diabetes, Endocrinology and Metabolic 
Diseases 
NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd., Room 793 
Bethesda, MD 20832 
Telephone: (301) 594-7689 
E-mail: haftc@mail.nih.gov 
 
Mark Hanssen, M.S. 
Human biology 
Maastricht University 
Universiteitssingel 50 
Maastricht, NA 6229 ER 
E-mail: mjw.hanssen@maastrichtuniversity.nl 
 
Tamara Harris, M.D. 
Section Chief, Interdisciplinary Studies of Aging 
Intramural Research Program, NIA, NIH 
7201 Wisconsin Avenue, 3C-309 
Bethesda, MD 20892-9205 
Telephone: (301) 496-1178 
E-mail: harris99@mail.nih.gov 
 
Jacqueline Harris, B.S. 
Medical Biophysics, University of Western 
Ontario 
Rm. 9 Natural Science Building 
University of Western Ontario 
London, NA N6A 5B7 
Telephone: 1519661211188092 
E-mail: jharri92@uwo.ca 
 
Sean Hartig, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Molecular and Cellular 
Biology 
Baylor College of Medicine 
One Baylor Plaza 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

6 
 

BCM130 
Houston, TX 77030 
Telephone: (615) 210-8631 
E-mail: hartig@bcm.edu 
 
Yuta Hiraike, M.D. 
Graduate student, Department of Diabetes and 
Metabolic Diseases 
The University of Tokyo, Graduate School of 
Medicine 
Hongo 7-3-1, Bunkyo-ku 
Tokyo, NA 113-0033 
Telephone: +81-3-3815-5411 
E-mail: hiraike-tky@umin.net 
 
Mark Horowitz, Ph.D. 
Professor and Vice Chair for Research, 
Orthopaedics 
Yale University School of Medicine 
Box 208071 
New Haven, CT 06520-8071 
Telephone: (203) 785-5081 
E-mail: mark.horowitz@yale.edu 
 
Houchun Hu, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Radiology 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
4650 Sunset Blvd. 
Mail Stop #81 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
Telephone: (323) 361-2688 
E-mail: hhu@chla.usc.edu 
 
Chien-Min Hung, M.S. 
Umass medical school 
373 plantation st., suite 211 
Worcester, MA 01605 
Telephone: (508) 856-8065 
E-mail: chien-min.hung@umassmed.edu 
 
Janice Hwang, M.D. 
Endocrinology, Yale University School of 
Medicine 
330 Cedar Street 
TAC S147 
New Haven, CT 06520 
Telephone: (203) 785-6222 
E-mail: janice.hwang@yale.edu 

Ann Jerkins, Ph.D. 
Scientific Review Officer, Extramural Review 
Branch 
NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd. 
Bethesda, MD 20852 
Telephone: (301) 594-2242 
E-mail: jerkinsa@niddk.nih.gov 
 
Shingo Kajimura, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
UCSF Diabetes Center, Cell and Tissue Biology 
Department 
University of California, San Francisco 
35 Medical Center Way Regeneration Medicine 
Building 1023, Box# 0669 
San Francisco, CA 94143-0669 
Telephone: (415) 476-9644 
E-mail: skajimura@diabetes.ucsf.edu 
 
Levente Kapas, Ph.D., M.D. 
Associate Professor, Medical Sciences 
Washington State University 
PO Box 1495 
Spokane, WA 99210 
Telephone: (509) 358-7822 
E-mail: kapas@wsu.edu 
 
Liora Katz, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Laboratory of 
Endocrinology and Receptor Biology 
NIDDK, NIH 
50 South Dr 
Bldg 50, Room 4126 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-6309 
E-mail: katzls@mail.nih.gov 
 
Takashi Kayahara, M.S. 
Wellness Business R&D Planning Department 
Ajinomoto Co., Inc. 
15-1 Kyobashi 1-Choume 
Chuou-ku 
Tokyo, NA 104-8315 
Telephone: +81-3-5250-8791 
E-mail: takashi_kayahara@ajinomoto.com 
 
 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

7 
 

Chris Ketchum, Ph.D. 
Program Director, Division of Kidney, Urology 
and Hematology 
NIDDK, NIH 
Two Democracy Plaza, Room #647 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 402-1411 
E-mail: chrisketchum@nih.gov 
 
Alexei Kharitonenkov, Ph.D. 
Group Leader, Diabetes Research 
Lilly Corporate Denter 
Indianapolis, IN 46285 
Telephone: (317) 225-2761 
E-mail: a.kharch@lilly.com 
 
Mimi Kim, M.D. 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Pediatric 
Endocrinology 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
4650 Sunset Blvd., MS #61 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
Telephone: (323) 361-1358 
E-mail: mskim@chla.usc.edu 
 
Mikhail Kolonin, Ph.D. 
University of Texas 
Houston, TX 77030 
Telephone: (713) 500-3146 
E-mail: mikhail.g.kolonin@uth.tmc.edu 
 
Christine Krieger, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
NIDDK, NIH 
50 South Dr. 
Bethesda, MD 22890 
Telephone: (301) 451-6311 
E-mail: christine.krieger@nih.gov 
 
Ramkumar Krishnamurthy, Ph.D. 
MRI Physicist, Radiology 
Texas Children’s Hospital 
1102 Bates Ave, Suite C.0800.02 
Houston, TX 77030 
Telephone: (713) 412-6831 
E-mail: kumar.ram@gmail.com 
 
 

Irwin Kurland, Dr.P.H. 
Associate Professor, Medicine 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
1301 Morris Park Ave 
Price Bldg 374 
Bronx, NY 10461 
Telephone: (718) 678-1091 
E-mail: irwin.kurland@einstein.yu.edu 
 
Andrew Larner, Ph.D. 
Biochemistry, Virginia Commonwealth 
University 
MMRB Room 2050 
1220 East Broad St. 
Richmond, VA 23298 
Telephone: (804) 828-2903 
E-mail: alarner@vcu.edu 
 
Ji Eun Lee, Ph.D. 
NIDDK, NIH 
9000 Rockville pike 
Bldg 10 Room 8N315 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-1999 
E-mail: leejieun@niddk.nih.gov 
 
Sean Lee, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Pathology 
Tulane University School of Medicine 
1700 Tulane Ave., 808 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
Telephone: (504) 988-1331 
E-mail: slee30@tulane.edu 
 
Ji-Hyeon Lee, Ph.D. 
Staff Scientist 
NIDDK, NIH 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-9849 
E-mail: ji-hyeon.lee@nih.gov 
 
Melvin Leow, M.D. 
Singapore Institute for Clinical Sciences 
14 Medical Drive, #07-02 
Singapore, NA 117599 
Telephone: (065) 9190-2361 
E-mail: melvin_leow@sics.a-star.edu.sg 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

8 
 

Yan Li, Ph.D. 
6707 Democracy Blvd, RM 608 
Bethesda, MD 20852 
Telephone: (301) 435-3721 
E-mail: liy7@mail.nih.gov 
 
Yang Liu, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Biomedical Engineering 
The University of Akron 
ASEC RM 373B, The University of Akron 
Akron, OH 44325 
Telephone: (330) 972-6287 
Emamil: yliu@uakron.edu 
 
Paolo Maccarini, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Biomedical Engineering 
Duke University 
Room 136, Hudson Hall 
100 Science Dr. 
Durham, NC 27708 
Telephone: (919) 668-7418 
E-mail: paolo.maccarini@duke.edu 
 
Igal Madar, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Radiology 
Johns Hopkins SOM 
601 N. Caroline St 
Baltimore, MD 21287 
Telephone: (410) 209-0500 
E-mail: imadar@jhmi.edu 
 
Christopher Madden, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Neurological Surgery 
Oregon Health & Science University 
3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Rd 
Portland, OR 97239 
Telephone: (503) 418-7033 
E-mail: maddench@ohsu.edu 
 
Ronald Margolis, Ph.D. 
Senior Advisory for Molecular Endocrinology, 
Diabetes, Endocrinology and Metabolic 
Diseases 
NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd 
Room 693 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 594-8819 

E-mail: margolisr@mail.nih.gov 
 
Sandy Martin, Ph.D. 
Professor, Cell and Developmental Biology 
University of Colorado School of Medicine 
12801 E. 17th Ave. MS8108 
L18-12116 
Aurora, CO 80045 
Telephone: (303) 724-3467 
E-mail: sandy.martin@ucdenver.edu 
 
Padma Maruvada, Ph.D. 
Program Director, Digestive Diseases and 
Nutrition 
NIDDK, NIH 
National Institutes of Health 
6707 Democracy Blvd #663 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 594-8884 
E-mail: padma.maruvada@nih.gov 
 
Colin McCurdy, B.S. 
Medical Biophysics, the University of Western 
Ontario 
1151 Richmond Street 
London, NA N6A 3K7 
Telephone: 1 (519) 661-2111 ex88092 
E-mail: cmccurd6@uwo.ca 
 
Meghan McDonald, Ph.D. 
Associate Scientist, Cell Biology 
Ember Therapeutics 
480 Arsenal St 
Building 1, Suite 101 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Telephone: (617) 972-3718 
E-mail: mmcdonald@embertx.com 
 
Charles McKenzie, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Medical Biophysics 
The University of Western Ontario 
1151 Richmond St 
Medical Sciences Building, Room 407 
London, NA N6A 5B7 
Telephone: 519-661-2111 
E-mail: cmcken@uwo.ca 
 
 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

9 
 

Edward Melanson, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Division of Endocrinology, Metabolism, and 
Diabetes/Division of Geriatric Medicine 
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical 
Campus 
12801 East 17th Ave 
RC1 South RM 7103, MS 8106 
Aurora, CO 80222 
Telephone: (303) 596-0692 
E-mail: ed.melanson@ucdenver.edu 
 
Chris Mendias, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Orthopaedic Surgery 
University of Michigan 
109 Zina Pitcher Place 
BSRB 2017 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
Telephone: (734) 764-3250 
E-mail: cmendias@umich.edu 
 
Rina Mepani, M.S. 
Ember Therapeutics 
480 Arsenal Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Telephone: (617) 972-3720 
Fax: rmepani@embertx.com 
 
Stephanie Moran, M.D. 
Senior Medical Director, Experimental Medicine 
Takeda Pharmaceuticals 
One Takeda Parkway 
Deerfield, IL 60015 
Telephone: (224) 554-2907 
E-mail: stephanie.moran@takeda.com 
 
Shaun Morrison, Ph.D. 
Professor, Neurological Surgery 
Oregon Health & Science University 
3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Rd. 
Mail Code L-472 
Portland, OR 97239 
Telephone: (503) 494-1560 
E-mail: morrisos@ohsu.edu 
 
Naima Moustaid-Moussa, Ph.D. 
Professor, Nutritional Sciences 
Texas Tech University 

1301 Akron Street, room 601 
Lubbock, TX 79423 
Telephone: (806) 632-8642 
E-mail: naima.moustaid-moussa@ttu.edu 
 
Ranganath Muniyappa, Ph.D., M.D. 
Staff Clinician, DEOB 
NIDDK, NIH 
10 CRC, room 5-3671 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-7702 
E-mail: muniyapr@mail.nih.gov 
 
Rachel Murphy, Ph.D. 
7201 Wisconsin Ave 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
Telephone: (301) 496-6524 
Fax: rachel.murphy@nih.gov 
 
Otto Muzik, Ph.D. 
Professor, Pediatrics 
Wayne State University Medical School 
Children’s Hospital of Michigan PET Center 
3901 Beaubien Blvd 
Detroit, MI 48201 
Telephone: (313) 993-2616 
E-mail: otto@pet.wayne.edu 
 
Jan Nedergaard, Ph.D. 
Professor, the Wenner-Gren Institute 
Stockholm University 
Stockholm, NA SE10691 
Telephone: +46704948955 
E-mail: jan.nedergaard@su.se 
 
Connie Noguchi, Ph.D. 
Section Chief, Molecular Medicine Branch 
NIDDK, NIH 
10 Center Dr. 
Bldg19/Rm9N319/MSC-1822 
Bethesda, MD 20892-1822 
Telephone: (301) 496-1163 
E-mail: connien@helix.nih.gov 
 
Pirjo Nuutila, Ph.D. 
Professor, Turku PET centre 
University of Turku 
Kiinamyllynk 4-6 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

10 
 

Turku, NA 20520 
Telephone: (358) 40 1626834 
E-mail: pirjo.nuutila@utu.fi 
 
Rebecca Oelkrug, Ph.D. 
Institute of Pharmacology and Toxicology 
Biomedical Center, University Bonn 
Sigmund-Freud-Straße 25 
Bonn, NA 53105 
Telephone: 004922828751269 
E-mail: rebecca.oelkrug@uni-bonn.de 
 
Junhong Park, Ph.D. 
Visiting fellow, Pathology 
Tulane University 
1700 Tulane Ave 
841B3 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
Telephone: (240) 381-2558 
E-mail: jpark12@tulane.edu 
 
Sarah Park 
Building 10, Room 8N315 
10 Center Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-3058 
E-mail: sarah.park2@nih.gov 
 
Weiqun Peng, Ph.D. 
Professor, Physics 
The George Washington University 
725 21st street NW, 
Washington, DC 20052 
Telephone: (240) 423-1152 
E-mail: wpeng@gwu.edu 
 
Muthu Periasamy, Ph.D. 
Professor, Physiology 
The Ohio State University 
012 Hamilton Hall, 1645 Neil Av 
Columbus, OH 43210 
Telephone: (614) 292-2310 
E-mail: periasamy.1@osu.edu 
 
Charles Peterson, M.D. 
TATRC/MRMC 
1054 Patchel Street 
Ft. Detrick, MD 21702 

Telephone: (301) 619-4197 
E-mail: charles.peterson@tatrc.org 
 
Kevin Phillips, Ph.D. 
Assistant Member, Houston Methodist 
Research Institute 
6670 Bertner Ave 
Houston, TX 77030 
Telephone: (713) 441-2553 
E-mail: kphillips@houstonmethodist.org 
 
Tammy Phung, No Degree 
Research Associate, Translational Sciences 
Section 
UCLA EMDR Lab 
900 Veteran Ave. 
Warren Hall Rm. 23-147 
Los Angeles, CA 90095 
Telephone: (916) 254-8773 
E-mail: tphung@sonnet.ucla.edu 
 
Skorn Ponrartana, M.P.H., M.D. 
Assistant Professor of Radiology 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
4650 Sunset Blvd MS#81 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
Telephone: (323) 361-6176 
E-mail: sponrartana@chla.usc.edu 
 
Li Qiang, Ph.D. 
Associate Research Scientist, Medicine 
Columbia University Medical Center 
1150 St. Nicholas Ave. 
Room 234 
New York, NY 10032 
Telephone: (212) 851-5333 
E-mail: lq2123@cumc.columbia.edu 
 
Vidisha Raje, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
1220 E Broad Street, lab 2055 
Richmond, VA 23298 
Telephone: (804) 787-0518 
E-mail: vidisharaje@gmail.com 
 
 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

11 
 

Chongzhao Ran, Ph.D. 
Instructor, Radiology 
MGH/Harvard Medical School 
Room 1420, Blg.75 
13th Street 
Charlestown, MA 02129 
Telephone: (617) 643-4886 
E-mail: cran@nmr.mgh.harvard.edu 
 
Sushil Rane, Ph.D. 
Senior Investigator, Diabetes, Endocrinology 
and Obesity Branch 
NIDDK, NIH 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20854 
Telephone: (301) 873-4619 
E-mail: ranes@mail.nih.gov 
 
Jerod Rasmussen, M.S. 
Biomedical Engineering 
5251 California, Ste 251 
Irvine, CA 92617 
Telephone: (562) 243-4999 
E-mail: rasmussj@uci.edu 
 
Eric Ravussin, Ph.D. 
Boyd Professor, Human Physiology 
Pennington Biomedical Research Center 
6400 Perkins Road 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 
Telephone: (225) 763-3186 
E-mail eric.ravussin@pbrc.edu 
 
Matt Rechler, M.D. 
Senior Scientific Advisor, Technology 
Advancement Office 
NIDDK, NIH 
9000 Rockville Pike, Bldg 12A, Room 3011 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-7836 
E-mail: mrechler@helix.nih.gov 
 
Ilse Reinders, M.S. 
Predoctoral Fellow, Laboratory of Epidemiology, 
and Population Sciences 
National Institute on Aging, NIH 
7201 Wisconsin Ave 
3C-309 Gateway Building 

Bethesda, MD 20814 
Telephone: (301) 496-6076 
E-mail: ilse.reinders@nih.gov 
 
Marc Reitman, Ph.D., M.D. 
Senior Investigator, Diabetes, Endocrinology, 
and Obesity Branch 
NIDDK, NIH 
Building 10-CRC, Room 5-5940 
10 Center Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20892-1453 
Telephone: (301) 496-6442 
E-mail: marc.reitman@nih.gov 
 
Denis Richard, Ph.D. 
2725 Chemin Sainte-Foy 
Québec, NA G1S 3B7 
Telephone: (418) 656 8711 
E-mail: denis.richard@criucpq.ulaval.ca 
 
Tibor Roberts, Ph.D. 
NIDDK, NIH 
31 Center Drive-- MSC 2560 
31/9A19 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-6623 
E-mail: tibor.roberts@nih.gov 
 
Carla Roberts-Toler, B.S. 
Senior Research Assistant, Integrative 
Physiology and Metabolism 
Joslin Diabetes Center 
1 Joslin Place 
Boston, MA 02215 
Telephone: (860) 617-4061 
E-mail: carla.roberts-toler@joslin.harvard.edu 
 
Clifford Rosen, M.D. 
Professor of Medicine, Tufts University School 
of Medicine 
MMCRI 
Maine Medical Center 
81 research drive 
Scarborough, ME 04074 
Telephone: (207) 396-8228 
E-mail: crofen@gmail.com 
 
 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

12 
 

Thorsten Rudroff, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Health & Exercise Science 
201D Moby Complex 
Fort Collins, CO 80523 
Telephone: (970) 491-8655 
E-mail: thorsten.rudroff@colostate.edu 
 
Michael Rukstalis, Ph.D. 
Principal Scientist, Cardiovascular and 
Metabolic Disease 
Pfizer 
620 Memorial Drive 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
Telephone: (617) 551-3067 
E-mail: michael.rukstalis@pfizer.com 
 
Ingrid Rulifson, Ph.D. 
Senior Scientist, Metabolic Disorders 
Amgen 
1120 Veterans Blvd 
ASF2-1-126 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
Telephone: (650) 244-2149 
E-mail: ingridr@amgen.com 
 
Harold Sacks, M.D. 
Clinical Professor, Medicine 
UCLA and VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare 
System 
11301 Wilshire Blvd, Room 4609 
Los Angeles, CA 90073 
Telephone: (901) 216-0604 
E-mail: harold.sacks@va.gov 
 
Sheryl Sato, Ph.D. 
Program Director, Division of Diabetes, 
Endocrinology and Metabolic Diseases 
NIDDK, NIH 
2 Democracy, 6707 Democracy Boulevard, 
Room 790 
Bethesda, MD 20892-5460 
Telephone: (301) 594-8811 
E-mail: ss68z@nih.gov 
 
Marielle Scherrer-Crosbie, Ph.D., M.D. 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Cardiology 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Blake 254, Massachusetts General Hospital 

Boston, MA 02144 
Telphone: (617) 726-7686 
E-mail: marielle@crosbie.com 
 
Ankur Sharma, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, CTI 
Pfizer Inc. 
3 Blackfan Circle, CLS-18th floor 
Boston, MA 02115 
Telephone: (513) 237-0036 
E-mail: ankur.sharma@pfizer.com 
 
Robert Sherwin, M.D. 
CNH Long Professor of Medicine 
Internal Medicine, Endocrinology 
Yale University 
PO Box 208020 
New Haven, CT 06520-8020 
Telephone: (203) 785-4183 
Fax: robert.sherwin@yale.edu 
 
Yogendra Shrestha, Ph.D. 
NIDDK, NIH 
10 center drive, Bldg10, Rm 8C118 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 594-3714 
E-mail: shresthay@mail.nih.gov 
 
Corinne Silva, Ph.D. 
Program Director, Diabetes, Endocrinology and 
Metabolic Diseases 
NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd, Room 794  
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-7335 
E-mail: silvacm@mail.nih.gov 
 
Orlando Esteban Silva, M.D., J.D. 
Medical Doctor, Oncology/Hematology 
University of Miami / Sylvester Cancer Center 
1400 NW 12th Av 
Miami, FL 33136 
Telephone: (305) 218-0986 
Email: emilielandysilva@gmail.com 
 
Francisco Silva, B.S. 
Vice President of Research and Development 
BioRestorative Therapies 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

13 
 

555 Heritage Drive 
Jupiter, FL 33458 
Telephone: (949) 394-0132 
Fax: fj74582@gmail.com 
 
Kevin Sinclair, B.S. 
1151 Richmond St. 
Natural Science Building, Room 9 
London, NA N6A 2K5 
Telephone: (519) 661-2111 x88092 
Fax: ksincl3@uwo.ca 
 
Philip Smith, Ph.D. 
Deputy Director, Diabetes, Endocrinology and 
Metabolic Diseases 
NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd, Room 689 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
Telephone: (301) 594-8816 
E-mail: smithp@mail.nih.gov 
 
Sarah Smyth, B.S. 
Metabolic Unit IRTA 
NIDDK, NIH 
10 Center Drive 
CRC room 5-3635 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 594-8591 
E-mail: sarah.smyth@nih.gov 
 
Valentin Son''kin, D.Sc. 
Professor, Physiology 
Russian State University of Physical Education, 
Sport, Youth and Tourism 
Syreneviy Boulevard, 4 
Moscow, NA 105122 
Telephone: (495) 953-25-01 
E-mail: sonkin@mail.ru 
 
Lauren Sparks, Ph.D. 
Investigator, Translational Research Institute for 
Metabolism and Diabetes 
301 E Princeton Street 
Orlando, FL 32804 
Telephone: (407) 303-7352 
E-mail: lauren.sparks@flhosp.org 
 
 

Bruce Spiegelman, Ph.D. 
Stanley J. Korsmeyer Professor of Cell Biology 
and Medicine 
Cancer Biology/Cell Biology 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute/Harvard Medical 
School 
450 Brookline Ave., CLS11145 
Boston, MA 02215 
Telephone: (617) 632-3567 
E-mail: bruce_spiegelman@dfci.harvard.edu 
 
Andreas Stahl, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Nutritional Sciences and 
Toxicology 
UC Berkeley 
323 Morgan Hall 
Berkeley, CA 94720 
Telephone: (510) 642-6900 
E-mail: astahl@berkeley.edu 
 
Paul Stauffer, M.S. 
Professor, Radiation Oncology 
Thomas Jefferson University 
111 S. 11th St. 
Bodine Cancer Center G302A 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
Telephone: (215) 503-8825 
E-mail: paul.stauffer@jeffersonhospital.org 
 
Fred Sterzer, Ph.D. 
MMTC, Inc. 
12 Roszel Road 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
Telephone: (609) 520-9699 
E-mail: fred@mmtc.com 
 
Marie-Pierre St-Onge, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Medicine 
Columbia University 
1090 Amsterdam Avenue, Suite 14D 
New York, NY 10025 
Telephone: (212) 523-3564 
E-mail: ms2554@columbia.edu 
 
Judith Swain, M.D. 
Professor, Medicine 
A*STAR/National University of Singapore 
7730 Sierra Mar Dr. 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

14 
 

La Jolla, CA 92037 
Telephone: (858) 344-9691 
E-mail: jlswaincardiology@gmail.com 
 
Eva  Szentirmai, Ph.D., M.D. 
Medical Sciences and Integrative Physiology 
and Neuroscience 
Washington State University 
PO Box 1495 
Spokane, WA 99210 
Telephone: (509) 358-7821 
E-mail: eszentirmai@wsu.edu 
 
Ruifeng Teng, Ph.D. 
Building 8, Room B2A11 
8 Center Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-7487 
E-mail: tengr@mail.nih.gov 
 
Joseph Tiano, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
NIDDK, NIH 
Clinical Research Center, West Laboratories, 5-
5872 
10 Center Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 451-9853 
E-mail: joseph.tiano@nih.gov 
 
Theodore Towse, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation 
Vanderbilt Medical Center 
2201 Children’s Way 
Suite 1318F 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Telephone: (615) 322-6731 
E-mail: theodore.f.towse@vanderbilt.edu 
 
Yu-Hua Tseng, Ph.D. 
Investigator, Integrative Physiology and 
Metabolism 
Joslin Diabetes Center 
1 Joslin Place 
Boston, MA 02215 
Telephone: (617) 309-1967 
E-mail: yu-hua.tseng@joslin.harvard.edu 

TJ Unger, Ph.D. 
Senior Research Scientist, In Vivo Pharmacology 
Ember Therapeutics 
480 Arsenal Street  
Watertown, MA 02472 
Telephone: (617) 972-3719 
E-mail: tjunger@embertx.com 
 
Anouk van der Lans, M.S. 
PhD Student, Human Biology 
Maastricht University 
P.O. Box 616, 6200 MD, Maastricht 
Maastricht, NA 
Telephone: 0031433884259 
E-mail: a.vanderlans@maastrichtuniversity.nl 
 
Wouter van Marken Lichtenbelt, Ph.D. 
Human Biology 
Maastricht University 
PO box 616 
Maastricht, NA 6200MD 
Telephone: 0031 43 3881629 
E-mail: 
markenlichtenbelt@maastrichtuniversity.nl 
 
Kirsi Virtanen, M.D. 
Academy Research Fellow 
Turku PET Centre 
University of Turku and Turku University 
Hospital 
Kiinamyllynkatu 4-8 
Turku, NA 20520 
Telephone: +358 2 3138234 
E-mail: kirsi.virtanen@utu.fi 
 
Richard Wahl, M.D. 
Director Nuclear Medicine, Radiology  
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 
601 N. Caroline Street, Room 3223, JHOC 
Baltimore, MD 21287 
Telephone: (410) 614-3764 
E-mail: rwahl@jhmi.edu 
 
Hironori Waki, Ph.D., M.D. 
Project Associate Professor 
Department of Diabetes and Metabolic 
Diseases, Functional Regulation of Adipocytes 
The University of Tokyo 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

15 
 

7-3-1 Hongo Bunkyo 
Tokyo, NA 113-8655 
Telephone: 81-90-7196-7238 
E-mail: wakih-int@h.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
 
Umesh Wankhade, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Division of Diabetes, Endo 
& Metabolic Diseases 
NIDDK, NIH 
10 Center Dr 
5W-5872 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
Telephone: (301) 496-6631 
E-mail: wankhadeud@mail.nih.gov 
 
Lauren Weiner, B.A. 
Study Coordinator, Integrative Physiology & 
Metabolism 
Joslin Diabetes Center 
1 Joslin Place 
Room 390B 
Boston, MA 02215 
Telephone: (617) 309-4321 
E-mail: lauren.weiner@joslin.harvard.edu 
 
Brian Welch, Ph.D., M.B.A. 
Assistant Professor, Radiology and Radiological 
Sciences 
Vanderbilt University 
AA 1105 Medical Center North 
1161 21st Ave South 
Nashville, TN 37232-2310 
Telephone: (615) 343-7754 
E-mail: brian.welch@vanderbilt.edu 
 
Jason West, Ph.D. 
Scientist, Therapeutic Innovation Unit 
Amgen, Inc. 
360 Binney Street 
Cambridge, MA 02142 
Telephone: (617) 444-5520 
E-mail: jawest@amgen.com 
 
Crystal Woodard, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Metabolic Disease 
Program 
Sanford-Burnham Medical Research Institute 
6400 Sanger Road 

Orlando, FL 32827 
Telephone: (407) 745-2000 
E-mail: cwoodard@sanfordburnham.org 
 
Anna Wu, Ph.D. 
Professor, Preventive Medicine 
University of Southern California 
1441 Eastlake Avenue, MC 9417 
Los Angeles, CA 90089 
Telephone: (323) 865-0484 
E-mail: anna.wu@med.usc.edu 
 
Jian Yang, Ph.D. 
Scientific Review Officer, Review Branch 
NIDDK, NIH 
6707 Democracy Blvd., Room 755 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 594-7799 
E-mail: jian.yang@nih.gov 
 
Qin Yang, Ph.D., M.D. 
CLS746  
330 Brookline Ave. 
Boston, MA 02215 
Telephone: (617) 735-3321 
E-mail: qyang@bidmc.harvard.edu 
 
Takeshi Yoneshiro, Ph.D. 
Fellow, Department of Anatomy 
Hokkaido University 
Kita15-Nishi7, Kita-ku 
Sapporo, NA 060-8638 
Telephone: +81-11-706-7151 
E-mail: yoneshiro@med.hokudai.ac.jp 
 
Andrew Young, Ph.D. 
Research Physiologist, Military Nutrition 
Division 
United States Army Research Institute of 
Environmental Medicine 
Kansas Street, BLDG 42 
Natick, MA 01760 
Telephone: (508) 353-4160 
E-mail: ayoung24@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 



Participant List for Symposium on Exploring the Roles of Brown Fat in Humans 

 

16 
 

Yuanyuan Zhang, Ph.D. 
NIDDK / NIH 
Room 314, Bldg 10, 10 Center Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
Telephone: (301) 496-2313 
E-mail: yuanyuan.zhang2@nih.gov 
 


